
RESOLUTION NUMBER 94 

HONORING AREVA MARTIN, ESQ. 
 

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis of the 

upcoming Annual Salute to Women In Leadership Gala held by the Urban League of Metropolitan St. Louis on 

September 9, 2022 at the Marriot Grand Hotel, 800 Washington Avenue in downtown St. Louis, Missouri 

where Areva Martin, Esq. will be honored; and  

 

WHEREAS, passionate, outspoken and insightful, Areva Martin, Esq. is one of the country's leading 

influencers shaping media today. She is a CNN contributor, award-winning civil rights attorney, producer, 

content creator, on-air commentator and talk show host. Areva is an audience favorite on networks and 

streaming cites and on a long list of shows from “Dr. Phil” to “Good Morning America”; and   

 

WHEREAS, her television credits include co-hosting the Emmy Award-winning daytime talk show “The 

Doctors” and the CBS syndicated talk show “Face the Truth.”  Areva is the host of the tri-weekly web-based 

current affairs talk show “The Special Report with Areva Martin” where she has interviewed over 1000 

newsmakers and thought leaders including Rev. Jesse Jackson. Rev. Al Sharpton, Dr. Cornel West and Dr. 

Michael Eric Dyson. Areva also hosts an opinion-based talk radio show on KBLA 1580. Her show “Areva 

Martin Out Loud” is one of the station’s top-rated shows on the station; and   

 

WHEREAS, Areva provides sharp commentary and analysis on the most pressing issues of the day. A prolific 

writer, her opinion pieces on racial and gender equity, leadership, success principles, mentorship and disability 

rights are read regularly by millions. She has written hundreds of articles and op ed pieces for publications 

including “USA Today,” “Ebony,” “CNN.com” and “Thrive Global.” Areva has front-page and in fold features 

in “Power,” “Forbes,” Redbook,” “Essence,” “Gladys,” “Sheen,” “ Ebony,” “Gazelle” and “CEO Mom” 

magazines; and    

 

WHEREAS, the recipient of over 100 leadership, business, nonprofit and media awards and commendations 

including L’Oreal Paris’ Women of Worth Award, California Black Caucus Leadership Award, Los Angeles 

County Women of the Year, Ford’s Living Legend Award, James Irvine Foundation Leadership Award, 

National Medical Fellowships Champions of Health Award and Greater Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce 

Lawyer of the Year Award.  In 2022, Areva has been identified as one of 100 most Influential Blacks in the 

country and inducted into Know Your Legacy Virtual Black History Museum as a leading Black changemaker. 

In 2018, St. Louis Mayor Lyda Krewson presented Areva with the keys to the city of St. Louis; and   

  

WHEREAS, a USA Today and Wall Street Journal bestselling author, Areva’s books include, “The Everyday 

Advocate: Standing Up for Your Child with Autism”; “Make It Rain: How to Use the Media to Revolutionize 

Your Business and Brand”; and “Awakening: Ladies, Leadership and the Lies We’ve Been Told.” Her fifth 

book on race and the Black/white wealth gap, Where Is Black Wealth, comes out in the Fall of 2023. The book 

is a part of a larger TV documentary series, which Areva will hosts and co-produce; and   

 

WHEREAS, Areva is a successful, serial entrepreneur. She is the founder and CEO of Martin & Martin, LLP, 

one of Los Angeles’ premier Black, female-owned law firms. She has been identified as a California Super 

Lawyer for the last five years, a designation reserved for the top five percent of the state’s attorneys; and   

 

WHEREAS, she is also the founder and President of Special Needs Network, one of the nation’s leading 

autism and social justice organizations. She started Special Needs Network after her son Marty was diagnosed 

with autism. The organization that started with one volunteer in her law office now has over 175 employees and 



a multi-million-dollar budget. Under her leadership, the organization has served hundreds of thousands of 

families, particularly, families of color in low-income communities; and  

 

WHEREAS, she has raised millions of dollars for autism and elevated the issues of disparities in the diagnosis 

and services of Black autistic children to a national level. As a leading autism advocate, she has helped to shape 

laws in California and at the national level impacting individuals with disabilities; and   

 

WHEREAS, a native of St. Louis, Areva grew up in the Carr Square Village and in the Jefferson/Cass North 

St. Louis communities.  She attended St. Nicholas Elementary School and Rosati-Kain High. Areva graduated 

Magna Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Science degree in Economics from the University of Chicago and Cum 

Laude from Harvard Law School. Areva, her husband and three children, two of which are in law school, live in 

Los Angeles.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that 

we pause in our deliberations to recognize and congratulate Areva Martin, Esq. on her award from Urban 

League of Metropolitan St. Louis as a part of their Salute to Women In Leadership Gala. We further direct the 

Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a 

commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented at a time and place and to those deemed appropriate by 

the Sponsor. 

Introduced this 16th day of September, 2022 by: 

The Honorable Marlene Davis, Alderwoman 19th Ward  

 

 

Adopted this 16th day of September, 2022 as attested by: 

 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Joseph Vollmer 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 


